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IN THE CLAIMS 




Please cancel the existing Claims 1-20 
icM tl 



Please acta the following new claims 21-2* 

21. (New) A graphical user interface for a software 



application, comprising : 

a document area for an application; and 

substrate area for the application, the substrate area 
operablk to display a message when a cursor is in the document 
area andVo display functions that support the document area 
in place oi\ the message when the cursor is in the substrate 
area . 



22 . (New) ^e graphical 
further comprising applicatio' 
the application window comprisi 
substrate area. 





ce of Claim 21, 
the application, 
ent area and the 



23. (New) The graphical Aiser interface of Claim 22, 
wherein the document area comprises about 6 0 to 8 0 percent of 
the application window, the substrate area comprises about 2 0 
to 40 percent of the application window, and the message 
displayed in the substrate area comprises substantially all of 
the substrate area. 

24. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message is displayed in substantially all of the 
substrate area. 

25. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the substrate area is operable to display a menu that 
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supports the document area in place of the message when the 
cursoV is in the substrate area. 



26. \ (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein tlite substrate area is operable to display tools that 
support the\document area in place of the message when the 
cursor is in t>he substrate area. 



27 . 



(New) 



he graphical! uber int/erface of Claim 21, 




e to display controls 
of the message when 



wherein the substrate area is 
that support the document area 
the cursor is in the substrate ar 



28. (New) The qrap^ical {ise:^ interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the substrate area\is operable to display information 
that supports the document axrea in place of the message when 
the cursor is in the substrate\area . 



29. (New) The graphical u 
wherein the substrate area a> 
substantially in line with the 



interface of Claim 22, 
displayed above and 
document area . 



30. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
further comprising a plurality of discrete substrate areas, 
each substrate area operable to display a. disparate message 
when the cursor is in the document arek and to display 
functions that support the document area is^i place of the 
message when the cursor is in the substrate ai 
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31. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 30, 
farther comprising : 

a top substrate area displayed above and substantially in 
lineNyith the document area; and 

a^Dottom substrate area displayed below and substantially 
in line with the document area. 




the top substrate 



32. (Ne^) The graphical /t^^pr interface of Claim 31, 
further comprising: 

the top sub\trate area operkbl^ to display a menu in 
place of the message when the curporTs" 
area; and 

the bottom substi^te area 
maneuvering information Yn placj 
cursor is in the bottom subsst rat erf area 



to display user 
the message when the 



33. (New) The graphical \ user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message is displayed\in another area of a screen 
display including the document ano^ substrate areas when the 
cursor is in the substrate area. 

34. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 22, 
wherein the message is displayed in the\ application window 
outside of the substrate area when the \ursor is in the 
substrate area. 



35. (New) The method of Claim 21, wherein tnte message is 
displayed in the document area when the cursor \s in the 
substrate area. 
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^36. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, the 
subst area further operable to display the functions when 

the cur^r moves into the substrate area. 



37. tfTew) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
further comprising the substrate area operable to display the 
message by default when the cursor is outside of the substrate 
area . 



38 . 



(New) 



le graphical 




wherein the subsorate area 
functions only in \response t: 
. including the cursor moving into 



interface of Claim 21, 
— operable to display the 
o pre-defiined user commands 
the subs/rate area, 



use] 



interface of Claim 21, 



39. (New) The graphical 
wherein the message is \displayed in a floating window 
substantially masking the functions that support the document 
area . 



40. (New) The graphical uaer interface of Claim 39, 
wherein the floating window is anchored to the substrate area. 

41. (New) The graphical user Werface of Claim 39, 
wherein the floating window is operable \to be closed to expose 
the functions that support the document N^rea when the cursor 
enters the substrate area. 



42. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 39, 
wherein the floating window is HTML compliant. 
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43. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 39, 
wherein the floating window JAVA compliant. 

44\ (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein t^he message comprises a sponsor message. 

45. (Ne^w) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message comprisjes'f a vid^sj message 





46. (New) "iQie graphicap. jyser interface of Claim 22, 
wherein the messaged comprise^Pa' broadband video message. 

47. (New) The graphical user/ interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message comprises an Executable program. 

48. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message comprises^ real-time information. 

49. (New) The graphical user of Claim 21, wherein the 
message comprises an audio message 

50. (New) The graphical useA interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message comprises a foreign program interface 



51. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message comprises a local television broadcast. 



52. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message comprises a local radio broadcast. 



DAL01:528181.1 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
067695 . 0105 



PATENT 



\ 

53. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the message comprises real-time communication between 
employees of a company. 

54^\^New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the\ message comprises real-time communication between 
members of a chat group. 



55. (New) VThe graphica'l u$ 
wherein the messa^ comprises news 

56. (New) The \graphical *Tls 
wherein the message comprises real 



57. (New) The graphical us 
wherein the message compriseis mail for the user, 



er interface of Claim 21, 

ar interface of Claim 21, 
time odmmunications . 

er interface of Claim 21 , 



58. (New) The graphical Viser interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the substrate area is operable to display the message 
non-stop while the application is irkf ocus . 

59. (New) The graphical user iVterface of Claim 21, 
wherein the substrate area is operabJs^ to intermittently 
display the message. 

60. (New) The graphical user interfac^ of Claim 21, 
wherein the application is a network browser. 



61. (New) The graphical user interface 
wherein the application is an Internet browser. 



oi\ Claim 21, 
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\ 62. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, the 
substrate area further operable to display the message when 
the cursor moves into the substrate area while a control key- 
is active. 



V 

\ 

63 . \ (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 62, 
wherein tti^ message comprises an active link. 



64 . (Nd^) The crp£phica 
wherein the afetive link com^ri 
Site 



erj interface of Claim 63, 
ses/ a link to a sponsor Web 



65. (New) Tlr^ graphical\ user interface of Claim 36, 
wherein the substrate area 4s operable to redisplay the 
message in place of t^je functions /when the cursor leaves the 
substrate area. 

66. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the graphical user interface comprises a patch for the 
application . 

67. (New) The graphical \ser interface of Claim 21, 
wherein the graphical user interface and the application 
comprise an integrated application. 



68. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 67, 
wherein the graphical user interface \omprises an external 
module sub- routine procedure for the application. 
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V 

-i r*> ^ 



(New) A graphical user interface for a software 



application, comprising : 

an Application window; 

a document area in the application window; 

a substrate area in the application window, the substrate 



strate are 
ble to di 



area operabl^ to display functions that support the document 
area; and \ 

a floating\ window operable to substantially mask the 
substrate area by default, to display a message, and to 
disappear to expos\ the f unc^JTons*^Ln tTfre substrate area in 
response to a least We of a keyboard command and the cursor 
in the substrate area, 



71. (New) The graphical user 
wherein the functions comprise a menu 




of Claim 70, 
pplication. 



72. (New) The graphical \user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the functions comprise tools for the application. 



73. (New) The graphical user\ interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the functions comprise controlkfor the application. 

74. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the functions comprise information for the 
application . 



75. (New) The graphical user interface \of Claim 70, 
further comprising : 

a plurality of discrete substrate areas, eadh substrate 
area operable to discrete functions that support the 
application; and 
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a plurality of floating windows each operable to mask one 
of the substrate areas by default, to display a disparate 
message, and to disappear to expose functions in the substrate 
area in response to at least one of a keyboard command and the 
cursor moving into the substrate area. 



76. (New) Y he graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the substrate area is a top substrate area displayed 
above and substantially in line with the document area. 



77. (New) The cfcraTDhical 
further comprising : 

a top substrate arec\displ 
line with the document are^; and 




interface of Claim 75, 



d substantially in 



a bottom substrate area^ displayed fyfelow and substantially 
in line with the document are^. \ 

78. (New) The graphical V ser interface of Claim 77, 
further comprising : 

a top floating window anchored to the top substrate area 
and operable to expose a menu for the application; and 

a bottom floating window anchored to the bottom substrate 
area and operable to expose user maneuvering functions. 



79. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the floating window is operable \t:o be displayed in 
another area of the application window up\n disappearing to 
expose the functions in the substrate area. 



80. (New) The graphical user interface \ of Claim 70, 
wherein the floating window is operable to be displayed in the 
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document area upon disappearing to expose the functions in the 
substrate area. 



\ 



\ 



81. \(New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70 , 

\ 

wherein the\ floating window is operable to disappear when the 
cursor moves \nto the substrate area. 



\ 



82. (New) \The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 

wherein the floatWg window is operable to disappear from the 

substrate area onlV v in respons^-^f^ the^ceyboard command and 
the cursor in the substrate area. 



83 . (New) The graphical us 
wherein the floating window is HTML 



84 . (New) The graphical user 
wherein the floating window is\JAVA 




'inters^ce of Claim 70, 
.land. 

interface of Claim 70, 
ffcmpliant . 



85. (New) The graphical usier interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises a sponsor message. 

86. (New) The graphical user Ynterface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises a video message. 

87. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises a broadband video message. 



88. (New) The graphical user interf ace\ of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises an executable program message. 
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8 9 v (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 

wherein the message comprises real-time information. 

\ 

\ 

\ 

90. Wew) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises an audio message. 



91. (New) \ The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises a foreign program interface. 



92. (New) They graphical userj interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises a locajLt^i^vision broadcast 



93 . (New) The graph! 
wherein the message comprises a loca 




erface of Claim 70, 
oadcast . 

interface of Claim 70, 



94 . (New) The graphical user 
wherein the message comprises\real - tjlmey&OTTimunication between 
employees of a company. 



95. (New) The graphical us>er interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises real\time communication between 
members of a chat group. 

96. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises news. 

97. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises real-time communications 



98. (New) The graphical user interface \ of Claim 70, 
wherein the message comprises mail for the user. 
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99 \^ (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein tthe floating window is operable to display the message 
non-stop , 



100. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the floating window is operable to display the message 
intermittently, 



101. (New) Th^ graphical ulser interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the sof tware\applicat ion lis a ^fetwork browser, 



102. (New) The graphical 
wherein the software application 



ser intT&^ace of Claim 70, 
is an Internet browser. 



103. (New) The graphical 4 ser interface of Claim 70, 

wherein the floating window is\p]3erable to remain masking the 

substrate area in response to moVement of the cursor into the 
substrate area while a control key \s active. 



104. (New) The graphical user rtiterface of Claim 103, 
wherein the message comprises an active \ink. 

105. (New) The graphical user interface of Claim 104, 
wherein the active link comprises a link ts^o a sponsor Web 
Site. 



106. (New) The graphical user interface d£ Claim 81, 
wherein the protective window re-masks the substrate area when 
the cursor leaves the substrate area. 
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loV^ (New) The graph icai_u§er interface of Claim 70, 
wherein tnk floating window comprise^ a patch program for the 
software application . 



108. (New) Tfr^ graphig^r^ user interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the floating N^indow comprises a/i integral part of the 
software application . 



109. (New) The graphical u-ser interface of Claim 70, 
wherein the software applicatib^L is a start-up program for a 
client computer. 
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110. (New) A system for displaying information to a user 
of a graphical user interface, comprising: 
a computer-readable medium; and 

software stored on the computer-readable medium, the 
software operable to display a document area for an 
application, \o display a message in a substrate area for the 
application wh^n a cursor is in the document area, and to 
display functioris that support ^the document area in place of 
the message in th^e substraj^e^yarfea whei\ the cursor is in the 
substrate area, 



111. (New) The system of Cl 
is displayed in substantially all 




110, wBierein the message 
of the substrate area. 



112. (New) The systemV of Cla^Lm 1^/6, wherein the functions 
comprise a menu for the appMcat ion . 



113. (New) The system of (S^Laim 110, wherein the functions 
comprise controls for the application, 

114. (New) The system of Claim\110, wherein the functions 
comprise information for the application . 

115. (New) The system of Claim 110\ wherein the substrate 
area is an upper substrate area \disposed over and 
substantially in line with the document are\ 



116. (New) The system of Claim 110, the\software further 
operable to display a disparate message in eacliof a plurality 
of substrate areas when the cursor is in the document area and 
to display functions that support the document \area in the 



DAL01:52818U 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
067695 . 0105 



PATENT 



17 



place a message . in a substrate area when the cursor is in 

the substrate area. 
\ 
\ 

117.\jTew) The system of Claim 116, wherein the plurality 
of substrata areas comprise a top substrate area above and 
substantially \ in line with the document area and a bottom 
substrate area\ below and substantially in line with the 
document area . 



118. (New) The \ystem of Cla 



operable to display a\ menu ^lti the 
the cursor is in the irpper substrat 
the bottom substrate areas, user maneujv 
cursor is in the lower substrate ar 



T^the software further 
lpper substrate area when 
and to display in 
nctions when the 



119. (New) The system of\Claim :nl0, ttafe software further 
operable to display the message\ in the document area when the 
cursor is in the substrate area, 




iim llO, t 



120. (New) The system of Claim\ll0, the software further 
operable to display the functions whp the cursor moves into 
the substrate area. 

121. (New) The system of Claim 110, \the software further 
operable to display the message in the \substrate area by 
default . 

122. (New) The system of Claim 110, the software further 
operable to display the message in the substrata area except 
when the cursor is in the substrate area without activation of 
a control key. 



DAL0l:528181.1 



0 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
067695 . 0105 



PATENT 



18 



v 

\2 3 



(New) The system of Claim 110, the software further 

operable to display the message in a floating window 

substantially masking the functions that support the document 
window . 



124. (New) The system of Claim 123, wherein the floating 
window is anchored to the substrate area. 



12 5 . (New) \The system ^f^Claim 
operable to closer the floating | windo 
when the cursor isVn tihe substrate 



23, the software further 
to expose the functions 
rea . 



126. (New) The system of C\Laim 123, w/ierein the floating 
window is HTML compliant 

127. (New) The system\of Cl^inTl23, wherein the floating 
window is JAVA compliant 

128. (New) The system of \:laim 110, wherein the message 
comprises a sponsor message. 

12 9. (New) The system of Clad\i 110, wherein the message 
comprises a video message, 

130. (New) The system of Claim l\o, wherein the message 
comprises a broadband video message 



131. (New) The system of Claim 110, ^herein the message 
comprises an executable program. 
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\^32 . (New) The system of Claim 110, wherein the message 
\ 

comprises real-time information. 

\ 

133. \ (New) The system of Claim 110, wherein the message 
comprises av^dio. 

134. (Ne*)$ The system of Claim 110, wherein the message 
comprises a foreign program interface. 



135. (New) Th\ system o£ Cla|m 110, wherein the message 
comprises a local television broadcast. 



136. (New) The system of Clai 
comprises a local radio broadcast 



137. (New) The system o:£ ClairtK 110, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communication between employees of a 
company . 




n 110, wherein . the message 



138. (New) The system of ClaimXllO, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communication between members of a chat 
group . 

139. (New) The system of Claim 110, \herein the message 
comprises news. 

140. (New) The system of Claim 110, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communications . 



141. (New) The system of Claim 110, wherein ts^ie message 
comprises mail for the user. 
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.142. (New) The system of Claim 110, wherein the software 
comprises a network browser. 



143\. (New) The system of Claim 110, wherein the software 
comprisesVan Internet browser. 

144. (Nfew) The system of CljtjLm—-^ trhe x software further 
operable to cbntinue to di^^lay the message \n the substrate 
area in response to the 'cursor entering the substrate area 
while a control key is active. \ 




145. (New) The \system of Claim\144 / wherein^ the message 
comprises an active li&k. 

146. (New) The system of Claim \l45 , /wherein the active 
link comprises a link to a Vponsor Web Sice. 

147. (New) The system of \Claim 120, the software further 
operable to redisplay the message when the cursor leaves the 
substrate area. 

148. (New) The system of Claim \l0, wherein the software 
comprises patch program. 

149. (New) The system of Claim 110,\wherein the software 
comprises an integrated application. 



150. (New) The system of Claim 110, wherein the software 
comprises a start-up application for a client computer. 
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151. (New) A system for displaying information to a user 
of a\ graphical user interface, comprising: 
computer -readable medium; 
software stored on the computer- readable medium, the 
software, operable to automatically retrieve a message over the 
Internet \ in the background when the user is browsing the 
Internet, Vo locally store the message, to by default display 
the message\to the user in a substrate area of an application, 
and to display functions for the application in the substrate 
area when a cusrsor is in tne substrate area. 



152. (New) The 
operable to displc 



:em £>f Claim/ 151, the software further 
:he f undtions/ror the application when the 



cursor moves into trie substrate area, 

153. (New) The system df Clarpa^lSl, the software further 
operable to display trie fhng£raons for the application in 
response to a defined keylsjoarq. command. 

154. (New) The system \sjf Claim 151, wherein the message 
comprises a sponsor message 

155. (New) The system of (^lairn 151, wherein the message 
comprises a video message. 

156. (New) The system of Clai\n 151, wherein the message 
comprises a broadband video message, 



157. (New) The system of Claim 1^1, wherein the message 
comprises an executable program. 
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(New) The system of Claim 151, wherein the message 



comprises real-time information. 
\ 



159. \ (New) The system of Claim 151, wherein the message 
comprises V^dio. 



160. (New) The system of Claim 151, wherein the message 
comprises a f\reign program interface. 



161. (New) \The system 
comprises a local\ tele 



162 . (New) The\ system 
comprises a local radio 




151, wherein the message 



Gi^rim^lSl, wherein the message 
ast . 



163. (New) The syatem | ofxflaim 151, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communication between employees of a 
company . 

164. (New) The system &>f Claim 151, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communication between members of a chat 
group . 

165. (New) The system of . Cl^im 151, wherein the message 
comprises news. 

166. (New) The system of Claim Nj.51, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communications 



167. (New) The system of Claim 151, \ wherein the message 
comprises mail for the user. 
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1^38. (New) The system of Claim 151, wherein the software 
comprises a Screensaver application. 



169. \ (New) The system of Claim 151, wherein the software 
is operabl^ to display the message in a window masking the 
functions foV the application. 



17 0. (New)\The 

operable to automatically 
moves into the substrate ar^a . 



171. (New) The system 




169, the software further 
e window when the cursor 



Df Claim 1S9, the software further 
operable to automatically display the window in a currently 
focused application window, the/^ window operable to mask 
functions for the currently, rocused application. 



172. (New) The system of\Claim 151, wherein the functions 
comprise a menu for the application.. 

173. (New) The system of Claihj 151, wherein the functions 
comprise tools for the application. 



174. (New) The system of Claim 15iSy wherein the functions 
comprise controls for the application. 
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1V5. (New) A system for displaying information to a user 
of a graphical user interface, comprising: 

a l\irst means, responsive to opening of a target 
application for locati ng a floating window in a substrate 
area of the \arget /ZLpplxt 

a second \pneans for rietrievirjlg and displaying a message in 
the floating wihflow; and 

a third mearte for ustec/5cce&9s to the substrate area for 




operating functions\of the I target application. 

176. (New) The syistemV of G^aim 175, wherein the message 
is a sponsor message, fu\the,r comprising fourth means for user 
access to a sponsor Web Si\e via the sponsor message. 



177. (New) The system oX. Claim 176, further comprising 
fifth means for updating the sponsor message by program link 
with the sponsor Web Site in the \ackground during idling time 
of the Web browser. 
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178. (New) A method for displaying information to a user 
of a graphical user interface, comprising: 

displaying a document area of an application; 



DAayi 



displaying a message in 



substrate area of the 



application^ when a cursor is in the document area; and 

displaying functions that support the document area in 
place of the Viessage in the substrate area when the cursor is 
in the substraoe area. 



179. (New) Tbe method o 
displaying the dociiment 
an application window f 



180 




(New) The metnod of Cairn 17 



78, further comprising 
e and the functions in 
ion . 

wherein the document 



area comprises about 6C\ to Sp psrtcent of the application 
window, the substrate are4 comprises 20 to 40 percent of the 
application window, and th^ message comprises substantially 
all of the substrate area, 



181. (New) The method of Claim 178, wherein the message 
is displayed in substantially all V>f the substrate area. 

182. (New) The method of Clairt* 178, further comprising 
displaying a menu that supports the document area in place of 
the message when the cursor is in the substrate area. 



183. (New) The method of Claim 178V further comprising 
displaying tools that support the document area in place of 
the message when the cursor is in the substAate area. 
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.84. (New) The method of Claim 178, further comprising 
displacing controls that support the document area in place of 
the message when the cursor is in the substrate area. 



185. toTew) The method of Claim 178, further comprising 
displaying Ynformation that supports the document area in 
place of the message when the cursor is in the substrate area. 

186. (New) \he method of Claim 178, further comprising 
displaying the document areaj^©iow art^ substantially in line 
with the substrate aSrea . 



187. (New) The method of C 
displaying disparage mess^ 
plurality of substrate ^reas 
cursor is in the document ^rea; 
displaying functions ttt^t 




m '17 8 7^^-ir t her comprising : 
ges to th^ user in each of a 
of the/ application when the 
and 

pport the document area in a 



substrate area when the curson is in the substrate area. 

188. (New) The method of Clkim 187, further comprising: 
displaying a first message in a top substrate area above 

and substantially in line with the (document area; and 

displaying a second message ii\ a bottom substrate area 

below and substantially in line with t\ie document area, 



189. (New) The method of Claim 188,\further comprising: 
displaying a menu in place of the jiirst message in the 

top substrate area when the cursor is in\ the top substrate 

area; and 
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^^displaying user maneuvering information in place of the 
seconds, message in the bottom substrate area when the cursor is 
in the bottom substrate area. 



190. \(New) The method of Claim 178, further comprising 
displaying Vhe message in the document area when the cursor is 
in the substV^te area. 

191. (New)\ The metho^ of Claim 178, further comprising 
displaying the Nfunct ions^tjaai — support the document area in 

te area when the cursor 



191, further comprising 
rate area when the cursor 



place of the mesteaq^ m 
moves into the subatrate ar 




^t/^^ 192. (New) The Method 

redisplaying the messacre i 
leaves the substrate are 




193.. (New) The method\of Claim 178, further comprising 
displaying the functions thkt support the document area in 
place of the message in the substrate area only in response to 
pre-defined user commands including the cursor moving in the 
substrate area. 

194. (New) The method of ClairX 178, further comprising 
displaying the message in a floating window substantially 
masking the functions that support the aocument area. 



195. (New) The method of Claim 180, ^herein the floating 
window is anchored to the substrate area. 
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19^. (New) The method of Claim 194, further comprising 
closing \the floating window when the cursor enters the 
substrate \ area to expose the functions that support the 
document anea . 



197. (NeW) The method of Claim 194, wherein the floating 
window is HTMIA compliant . 

198. (New) The method\ of Claim 194 , wherein the floating 
window is JAVA compliant. 



compri 




199. (New) TheXrrtethod 
omprises a sponsor message, 



200. (New) The method o 
comprises a video messages. 




78, wherein the message 



78, wherein the message 



201. (New) The method \of Claim 178, wherein the message 
comprises a broadband video message. 

202. (New) The method of ^laim 178, wherein the message 
comprises an executable program. 

203. (New) The method of Claify 178, wherein the message 
comprises real-time information, 

204. (New) The method of Claim 17^, wherein the message 
comprises an audio message. 



2 05. (New) The method of Claim 178, ^herein the message 
comprises a foreign program interface. 
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ft- 



comprises 



206 \ (New) The method of Claim 178, wherein the message 
\a local televisic 



\ 



Lon broadcast 



(New 



207. (New) The method of Claim 178, wherein the message 
comprises a lpcal radio broadcast. 

208. (New) \ The method of Claim 178, wherein the message 
comprises real-Dime communication between employees of a 
company. 



/ 209. (New) The Vethjzfd 

Cffi^^ comprises real-time <^ommuni 
group . 



210. (New) The methc\d of 
comprises news. 




178, wherein the message 
en members of a chat 



178, wherein the message 



211. (New) The method ot Claim 178, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communications. 

212. (New) The method of Cj\aim 178, wherein the message 
comprises mail for the user. 

213. (New) The method of Clairh 178, further comprising 
displaying the message non-stop whio\e the cursor is in the 
document area . 



214. (New) The method of Claim 178,, further comprising 
displaying the message intermittently whr|e the cursor is in 
the document area . 
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2is\ (New) The method of Claim 17 8, wherein the 
application^ is a network browser. 



216. (NeW^ The method of Claim 178, wherein the 



application is an Internet brpws^rT 




217. (New) Thb method of Claim ^£78, further comprising 
displaying the message in the sub^raff^N^rea when the cursor 



ssax 

moves into the substrate area whd 

218. (New) The method of 
comprises an active link. 



le a contorol key is active. 



ainr 217, wherein the message 



219. (New) The method of N^laim 218, wherein the active 
link comprises a link to a sponsoivWeb Site. 



220. (New) The method of CJsaim 178, wherein the 
application is a start-up program for aVlient computer. 
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22 1\^ (New) A method for displaying information to a user 
of a graphical user interface, comprising: 

automatically retrieving a message over the Internet when 
the user is browsing the Internet; 

locally storing the message; 

displaying^ the message by default in a window masking 
underlying functions in a substrate area of an application; 
and 

closing the wimdow to expose the underlying functions in 
response to at least\one of a kg^eas^^command and a cursor in 
the substrate area. 




222. (New) The method of CI 
closing the floating windoy in resp 1 
the substrate area. 




further comprising 
he cursor entering 



223. (New) The method oft Claim 221 , further comprising 
closing the floating window response to the keyboard command. 



2 24. (New) The method of Clc^m 221, wherein the message 
comprises a sponsor message. 

225. (New) The method of Claim ^21, wherein the message 
comprises a video message. 

226. (New) The method of Claim 221,\wherein the message 
comprises a broadband video message, 



227. (New) The method of Claim 221, wherein the message 
comprises an executable program. 
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228\^(New) The method of Claim 221, wherein the message 
comprises Veal-time information. 

\ 

22 9. (New) The method of Claim 221, wherein the message 
\ 
\ 

comprises audii^ 



230. (New) The method of Claim 221, wherein the message 



comprises a f oreig\ program 



231. (New) The ntethc 
comprises a local televVs: 



232 • (New) The method of 
comprises a local radio brokdca 




1, wherein the message 



I!laim/221, wherein the message 
t 



233. (New) The method of\ Claim 221, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communication between employees of a 
company . 

234. (New) The method of ClaiVi 221, wherein the message 
comprises real-time communication between members of a chat 
group . 

235. (New) The method of Claim 22\ f wherein the message 
comprises news. 

236. (New) The method of Claim 221, ^herein the message 
comprises real-time communications 



237. (New) The method of Claim 221, wherein the message 
comprises mail for the user. 
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238. (New) The method of Claim 221, further comprising 
displaying the message * by default in a currently focused 
application window, window operable to mask functions for the 
currently focused application. 

239. (Newk The method of Claim 221, wherein the functions 
comprise a menu Spr the application. 



240. (New) TheVnethod of C3\airfrr-2"2Tr7- N wherein the functions 
comprise tools for th^ application, 



(20fo~^ 241. (New) The method of Cla^2^r7^wherein the functions 

comprise controls for the Applications , 



242. (New) The method of\Cla 
HTML comp 1 i ant . 




, wherein the window is 



243. (New) The method of Cla\m 221, wherein the window is 
JAVA compliant 

244. (New) The method of Claim 22\j_, further comprising: 
closing the window to expose the Vinderlying functions in 

the substrate area in response to at leaist one of the keyboard 
command and the cursor entering the substnate area; and 

displaying the window in another area \pf the application. 

245. (New) The method of Claim 222, farther comprising 
displaying the message in the window masking the underlying 
functions of the application in response to movement of the 
cursor into the substrate area while a control key is active. 
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246. (New)\ The method of _Cla±m_245 , wherein the message 
comprises an active link^ 



247. (New) The method of \ CJ^im 246, wherein the active 
link comprises a link to 



248. (New) The method 
automatically retrieving the 
background when the user is br 




21, further comprising 
over the Internet in the 
ng the Internet . 
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